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[57] ABSTRACT

The present invention provides a composition and method
for improving the storage of platelets and optimizing the
viability of stored platelets. The present invention allows
platelets to be stored in plasma for extended periods, without
the addition of buffer, by adding storage extension additives,
which include acetate, pyruvate, acetoacetate, B-hydroxy-
butyrate, acetone, o-ketoglutarate, succinate, fumarate,
malate, oxaloacetate, C; ¢ fatty acid anions, triose phos-
phates and mixtures thereof, to a platelet concentrate.
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